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UN Secretary General’s visit to Ukraine

Photoreport and SG’s statements

Kyiv, 4 June 2002 — UN Secretary
General Mr. Kofi Annan arrived in
Kyiv, Ukraine on the afternoon of 2
June, in response to an invitation from
President Leonid Kuchma. The focus of
his visit was centred on four major
issues: the Millennium Development
Goals, HIV/AIDS, Chornobyl, and
peace building. This was his first visit
to Ukraine, during a time where
Ukraine is facing great challenges in
human development. “I’m very happy
to be here in Ukraine,” Mr. Annan said
as he came off the plane at Borispol
Airport. “I’m looking forward to
constructive discussions with the
leadership of Ukraine. And it is
wonderful to land in such beautiful

weather and sunshine.”

During his visit, Mr. Annan met with President Kuchma at Mariyinsky Palace, representatives of the Ukrainian
Parliament, Foreign Minister Anatoly Zlenko, Minister of Health Vitaly Moskalenko, Mayor Oleksandr Omelchenko
of the City of Kyiv, UN Resident Representative Douglas Gardner, and other UN agency representatives in Ukraine.

During their meeting, Mr. Annan and Mr. Kuchma discussed the democratic transition taking place in Ukraine,
Ukraine’s role in the United Nations, and Ukraine’s leadership in the Organization, which was recently rewarded
with a membership in the Human Rights Commission and Economic and Social Council. “I do hope that this
cooperation will continue,” Mr. Annan said.

He also commended Ukraine’s role in fighting HIV/AIDS, stressing the importance of complete social mobilization
of everybody in the fight. He noted that the Global Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria had contributed about
nine million dollars as the international support for Ukraine’s effort. “And the government is going to make its own
contribution,” he stressed. “The President has provided the leadership and I hope the men and women of Ukraine will
join him in this fight.” He commended the President for declaring 2002 as the Year of the Fight Against AIDS.

Mr. Annan was also present at the Inter-Ministerial AIDS Commission of Ukraine. There, he stressed the
importance of three fundamental components in the fight against AIDS: partnership, resources, and action by young
people “as champions for change.” Young people, Mr. Annan said, are “best placed to halt the spread of the
epidemic, and start reducing it. Every young person – male and female – can help do this if they know all the ways
to protect themselves against the virus, preferably before they become sexually active.”

He stressed the importance of education across the whole country on AIDS prevention, and programmes to limit the
spread through injecting drug use and to dissuade young people from such drug use in the future. “It means helping
the whole country understand that speaking up about AIDS is a point of honour, not a point of shame.” He expressed
that stigmatising high-risk groups and imagining that everyone is safe from infection is “both morally and factually
wrong.

“No one should imagine that we can protect ourselves by building barriers between ‘us’ and ‘them’. In the ruthless
world of AIDS, there is no us and them.”

During his visit, Mr. Annan also discussed crisis spots around the world and the need to use political means to
resolve all these problems and differences, because; “quite honestly, in most of these situations there’s no military
solution and the only way out is political dialogue and a political situation.” And, he added, “Ukraine is a country
with experienced peacekeepers and one of the countries perhaps one would want to look to.” He expressed his
concern regarding the situation between India and Pakistan and stressed his hope that “the discussions that will take
place (in Almaty, Kazakhstan) will pull us away from the brink.”

The Secretary General also visited landmarks around the city to commemorate tragic events that have occurred on
Ukrainian soil in the past, including a visit to Babi Yar and to the Chornobyl Museum. “I wanted to visit Babi Yar to
express my solidarity with the victims of anti-Semitism and intolerance,” he said at the Babi Yar monument, “and as
a sign of my resolve to do everything in my power to fight the hatred and evil that so disfigure our world.”

At the Chornobyl Museum, he said that he “was very moved by the exhibit. It’s a tragedy that affected the whole
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world. And I think we all have a responsibility to do whatever we can to deal with the aftermath of this tragedy and
to ensure that it does not happen again. Anywhere.” He added that the UN and the international community will
remain engaged in work with the government and the people of Ukraine to ensure sustainable development in that
region and to assist those who had been hit by this tragedy.

The Secretary General also met with UN representatives at the UN Ukraine office, and took part in a tree-planting
ceremony as well as in a photo with UN staff. He expressed his pleasure at being in Kyiv, noted that the government
representatives he met with spoke very highly of the UN in Ukraine, and declared his hope that UN staff continued
their dedicated work. He also encouraged UN staff to continue their dedicated work and not to be afraid of
challenging each other for better results. “Let’s push the emblem,” he said.

He also had the pleasure of officially launching UN Ukraine’s new website, which is one of the first in the UN
system to be formulated within the framework of the Goals. The website, in both English and Ukrainian, can be
visited at http://www.un.kiev.ua. Mr. Annan had the pleasure of officially launching the website.

Shortly after delivering a speech at the Verkhovna Rada on the morning of 4 June, Mr. Annan boarded a plane for
Moscow to meet with President Vladimir Putin and other governmental representatives of Russia.

Ukraine was extremely pleased to have the honour of welcoming Mr. Annan and his delegation to Ukraine, and
asserts its firm belief that this visit was a monumental event for Ukraine, for the UN in Ukraine, and most
importantly, the Ukrainian people who are richly deserving of such attention not only from UN headquarters in New
York City, but also from the global community itself.
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