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TransLink officials have
frozen plans to eliminate its
two-decade-old TaxiSaver
program, and begun consult-
ing with outraged seniors and
people with disabilities.

Almost 200 people crowded
into TransLink’s annual gen-
eral meeting room Wednes-
day, vying for a chance to vent
their spleens, arguing Handy-
Dart service alone is insuffi-
cient mainly because users
have to book so far ahead.

“If you get invited to a job 
interview, if you’re running a
fever, you use your taxi savers
and you always get your rides
and that’s not true on Handy-
Dart,” said Jill Weiss, chair of
the City of Vancouver’s Per-
sons with Disabilities Advi-
sory Committee. “People have
variable health conditions.

“I can’t predict … five days in
advance when I’ll be able to
ride. So I cancel most of my
HandyDart rides because I
wake up that morning and I’m
not well enough.”

The TaxiSaver program al-
lows users to call taxis directly
and get a 50% discount, with
TransLink paying the rest.

Tuesday night, Vancouver
City Council voted unani-
mously to send letters to the
transit authority and the
provincial government to save
the program.

Municipalities, the province
and TransLink have been at
odds over how to pay for ser-
vice expansion as Metro Van-
couver continues to grow.
Despite a new gas tax levied to
help pay for the Evergreen
Line and other projects,
TransLink announced in
April it was suspending sev-
eral expansion plans after
failed bids to increase fares
and property taxes next year.

TransLink officials had pre-
dicted cutting the TaxiSaver
program would save $1.1 mil-
lion per year that could be used
to improve HandyDart service.

“We thought we had a full
understanding of the issues.
Clearly we don’t,” said
TransLink CEO Ian Jarvis,
noting they had consulted
with the user advisory com-
mittee. “We need to talk to
more people to get an under-
standing, and get input in
helping us make better use of
resources to meet the needs of
more.”
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Repurposing
Pattullo the
logical choice
It wasn’t long ago when we were finished using

a consumer product it was guaranteed to end
up in the landfill. Today, we better understand

how this type of activity can harm the environment
and is unsustainable in the long run. 

That’s why most Metro Vancouver cities have
adopted the “3R”principles of reduce, reuse and recy-
cle. Perhaps it is time for those same cities to also add
repurpose into the mix.

In Vancouver they are debating the dismantling of
the Georgia and Dunsmuir Street viaducts. Mean-
while, in New Westminster and Surrey the topic of
what to do with the existing Pattullo Bridge is mak-
ing waves.

On June 6, I am pleased to be co-hosting a 
community forum along with fellow New 
Westminster resident and 24 hours online editor
Keith MacKenzie to discuss what should happen
next to the 75-year-old Pattullo Bridge. 

We’ve been inspired by what we’ve seen other
cities accomplish with their timeworn and decay-
ing infrastructure.

In New York, they took an old unused railway and
converted it into a wonderful linear park, which has
become both a local and tourist attraction. In Ore-
gon, the City of Salem converted the historic Union
Street Railroad Bridge and its associated timber
trestle into a facility for pedestrians, bicyclists, and
other non-motorized users.

If you were to think of the overall bridge surface of
the Pattullo as prime Metro Vancouver real estate,
it may help to jump-start your imagination. 

What if it were converted into a two-lane bridge
with parking meters as a revenue generator? Add
into the mix a couple of bridge deck restaurants
near the apex, which feature breathtaking views of
the North Shore and Fraser River. 

At each end it could feature a special bungee jump
station and unique glass bottom walkway. Now,
throw in a dedicated pedestrian and cycle path for
good measure.

However, if the Pattullo is going to remain part of
the landscape, it is critical that TransLink involve
the private sector. They should also consider the
adaptive re-use of the old bridge as part of the over-
all plan to build a new one.

That’s why the real estate on the Pattullo should be
leased for $1 to the most creative private sector bid-
der prepared to convert it into a job-generating and
eco-friendly piece of infrastructure.

The Pattullo debate doesn’t need to deteriorate
into a divisive and partisan battle. But in order 
to prevent that, TransLink better find some 
real wins for two communities who see nothing 
in the current plans but more traffic on their 
roads.

Daniel Fontaine is a co-founder of CityCaucus.com. He can be

reached at daniel@citycaucus.com.
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Everything old can be new
again.  

That’s the sentiment of a
community forum taking
place June 6 in New West-
minster — co-sponsored by La
Perla Ballroom and 24 hours—
about what can be done with
the historic Pattullo Bridge. 

As it is, TransLink — which
owns the bridge — intends to
build a new six-lane bridge
spanning the same area of the
Fraser River and demolish the
old one. This plan, TransLink
says, is to accommodate the in-
creased flow of commuter traf-
fic, something it says the old
Pattullo, built in 1937, cannot
maintain. Additionally, it adds
in its report, the bridge “does
not meet current road and

seismic design guidelines.” 
TransLink held four public

consultations — two in Surrey
and two in New Westminster,
the cities most affected — in
February promoting four ver-
sions of the new bridge, all very
similar to one another.  

New Westminster city hall 
— which opted out of
TransLink’s public consulta-
tion process, preferring to hold
its own — proposed six alter-
natives to TransLink’s design
in order to broaden people’s
thinking. Options included
moving the new bridge down-
stream to an area just west of
Queensborough Bridge, or
moving it further upstream to
a wider part of the Fraser and
away from the city’s down-
town core. Another option in-
volved tearing down the old

Pattullo and not building a new
bridge at all. 

The business communities of
New Westminster and Surrey
held a closed-door forum of
their own for members only. 

One question has yet to be
considered, however: What
can we do with the existing
bridge, short of demolishing it? 

The new community forum,
which is open to everyone, will
touch on that. SFU urban de-
sign experts Gordon Price and
Anthony Perl, as well as New
Westminster transportation
engineer Jerry Behl, will pre-
sent. 

Bridges have been or are
being repurposed and turned
into green, pedestrian-only
spaces all around the world,
such as Paris’ Promenade
Plantée, New York City’s High

Line Park and Philadelphia’s
famous Reading Viaduct. Sim-
ilar projects have been sug-
gested for Washington, D.C.’s
old 11th Street Bridge, and
even the old Port Mann cross-
ing upstream from the Pattullo
— an “audacious idea,” writes
Price in his blog, Price Tags.

“That would be spectacular,”
Price added about the Port
Mann park concept, quietly
floated by Gaetan Royer, a
manager at Metro Vancouver.
“I love the idea. It’s just so au-
dacious and jaw-dropping to
think of what the possibilities
might be.” 

Likewise for the Pattullo
Bridge, the forum on June 6
will take a look at what is pos-
sible and see what new ideas
can be implemented for the old
structure.

Many possibilities for old bridge

Bridge to the Future
What can we do with the existing Pa�ullo Bridge? Join our experts at a 
special community forum at La Perla Ballroom on June 6 at 7 p.m. in  
New Westminster. More info at thenewwestminster.wordpress.com
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High Line Park, 
New York City, N.Y.

The 21-kilometre High Line
was originally designed to lift
railroad tracks above street
level in the 1920s and 1930s. 

When trucking became a
primary mode of transporta-
tion for goods in the 1950s,
rail usage plummeted across
the United States, rendering
the bridge an unutilized eye-
sore. 

In 1999, the Friends of the

High Line formed to push for
preservation and repurposing
of the High Line as a parkway.
The concept generated huge
support and parts of the
bridge opened as parkland in
2009 and 2011. 

“It’s been spectacularly suc-
cessful, generating billions of
dollars of associated devel-
opment,” said Price about the
High Line.  “It’s one of the best
things that’s happened in
New York.” 

Bay Line, 
San Francisco, Calif.

The Bay Bridge is a bridge
route connecting San Fran-
cisco with Oakland. After the
1989 earthquake, plans were
swiftly put into place for a 
replacement bridge to meet
current seismic standards.

In Sept. 2009, Bay Area 
architects Ronald Rael and
Virginia San Fratello called for
stabilizing the bridge and
turning it into a linear park
equipped with bike lanes,
theatres, museums, sporting
facilities such as tennis
courts. The architects add the
bridge’s supporting load can
hold the equivalent of 37,041

modular homes. 
“[B]y using abandoned

bridges in urban areas, we are
creating opportunities for
sustainable low-cost housing
within the urban realm,” the

firm wrote in its report.
Rael wrote in an email Tues-

day, “There is much interest
from the San Francisco Urban
Planning Association, private
citizens and even representa-

tives from The High Line
came to speak with us and
endorse the project.” 

Rael added: “A relatively 
inexpensive seismic upgrade
is all it needs.”

Gardiner Expressway,
Toronto, Ont.

In June 2009, Toronto archi-
tect Les Klein of Quadrangle
Architects Ltd. proposed 
the “Green Ribbon” scenario
for the existing Gardiner 
Expressway, an elevated free-
way running above Toronto’s
streets alongside Lake 
Ontario. 

Klein suggested the creation
of a seven-kilometre green
roof over the expressway. 

“Inserting eighty acres of

green roof in the city centre
will reduce the heat island 
effect, create a sustainable
environment and generate
clean energy through the use
of photovoltaics,” according
to Quadrangle’s website. 

While not an outright repur-
posing of the expressway 
itself, Klein told the Toronto

Star that it would be a 
“horrible waste” to tear it
down.

“It’s a great piece of civic 
architecture. It serves a vital
function.”

Revitalizations: realized and proposed
The Pattullo Bridge Community Forum has looked at other examples of repurposed infrastructure around the world. In
addition to the world-famous Promenade Plantée in Paris, France, the forum also noted three others closely matching
what could be considered for the existing Pattullo Bridge. — KEITH MACKENZIE, 24 HOURS

Seniors and people with disabilities expressed anger over a
proposal to cut the TaxiSaver program at TransLink’s annual
general meeting Wednesday. CARMINE MARINELLI, 24 HOURS
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There are many options for
repurposing the Pattullo Bridge
instead of demolishing the historic
structure. KEITH MACKENZIE, 24 HOURS

Plans to cut Taxi
Savers put on hold
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Become a Certified English Teacher
Our TEFL/TESOL Course Graduates are Teaching ESL in:

China Mexico Canada India Japan and more……

Next Classes Start:
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Join Us: 604-983-2664
www.cclonline.ca

SAVE
$100

for the June 9th

Class


